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Non-Western Approach to Community Policing:
How should the Western donors treat non-state
armed groups iIn Community Policing
in Southeast Asia?

KIBA Saya” and YASUTOMI Atsushi™

Abstract

This article starts with a question, “How should the Western donors treat non-
state armed groups in Community Policing in Southeast Asia?” In the Western
literature of Community Policing (CP), non-state armed groups (NSAGs) have been
treated as spoilers and thus isolated from various CP programs sponsored by Western
donors. However, NSAGs often play important roles in solving problems that are related
to local security inside their community, and their presence and functions cannot be
simply neglected in CP programs. Examining the existing studies related to engagement
of NSAGs in the context of Security Sector Reform (SSR), the authors suggest that
they be also incorporated - under the suggested four conditions - in CP programs
sponsored by Western donors in Southeast Asia. The authors demonstrate the CP
project carried out by the British Council and its partners in Mindanao, the Philippines,
as an exemplary case and advocate that some useful lessons need to be drawn from it

for future CP programs that are tailored to specific local circumstances in the region.
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