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Anti-communism as identity and ideology? :
A historical experience in Korea and International
society under the Cold War

KIMURA Kan"”

Abstract

During the Cold War, anticommunism was influential in international society.
Today, this ideology has sometimes been strongly criticized, as it was used to
legitimize authoritarian regimes and oppress democratization movements.

However, this does not mean that the ideology did not play an important role in
any society. This study explores the roles of anticommunism in international society
during the Cold War using South Korean experiences as the main case.

As a result of analysis, this study finds that the fact that anticommunism did not
have deep ideological insights does not mean it did not have any deep impact on
society. In particular, in newly independent countries, where people often had
difficulties defining their nation, the ideology was sometimes used as a border between
the nation and outsiders.

In South Korea, which was under threat from North Korea, people needed their
national identity to be distinguished from their communist counterpart. Being
anticommunists and involving themselves in anticommunism activities was one of the
easiest ways for people to show loyalty to their national identity. If the border
between a nation and outsiders was purely between the people involved in
independence movements and collaborators in colonial rule, it would have been
impossible for the latter to get additional proof as members of the nation after
independence. However, if the border between nation and outsiders was also

constructed between communists and anticommunists, even collaborators in colonial
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rule could get their additional proof as legitimate members of their nation.
This is why anticommunism attracted so many people in newly independent
nations, such as South Korea, during the Cold War, even though it did not have any

deep ideological and philosophical content as communism did.





