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A Study of Korean NGOs Related to Dokdo

MAISAWA Tatsuya ™

Abstract

This study primarily examines, first, the emergence of Dokdo-related NGOs during
the period between 1996 and 2000, and second, the characteristics of their Dokdo
protection activities.

The study highlights a key observation: the mobilization of Dokdo-related private
organizations since 1996 was facilitated by nationalist scholars, who amplified the
involvement of participants in the movement. They achieved this by framing the 1998
New Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement as a critical “Dokdo crisis” and advocating
for a straightforward remedy - the annulment of the New Fisheries Agreement. This
strategic framing of “Dokdo crisis” significantly eroded the effectiveness of Korea’s
conventional narrative of “quiet diplomacy,” leading to a strategic shift towards
proactive diplomatic approaches.

Moreover, an important aspect of the “Dokdo crisis” framing is its role in
considerably lowering the barriers to participation in the Dokdo protection movement.
This was accomplished by placing considerable emphasis on public relations endeavors
aimed at educating individuals in Korea and abroad, ultimately becoming a pivotal
component of the Dokdo movement. Korea’s Dokdo-related NGOs are interested in
mobilizing support while arousing patriotism in Korea, not just responding to Japan's
claims.

On the other hand, the state has come to assume the functions of education,
publicity, and research on Dokdo, and NGOs have come to engage in activities with the
state. This is where public relations projects will play a role in reproducing and further

strengthening the national identity based on the state narrative.

% Researcher, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.






