2008 FEREE R D=
L=y 7B 5 R
TATERG— TV
TBHEDRAT 4 T %8
<55 &wiil

ot H W]

* R R e B o O e BT 8

Journal of International Cooperation Studies, Vol.20, Nol (2012.7)

93

(& CHIC—2008 FEZEHRDY L —7IC
BlIBXT1T7EBA

L =37 O 2008 FFEEETIX, ek
GO EREM (Barisan Nasional: BN) O
J& A3 1974 AE ORGSR, #) & THFS T g
37D 2 DR EEY T h WA EE
L7zo F7z0 BRICAT D2 IN OGRS E
BT, ATV T=NRNRF Ul LR
P DFREFF I SE IR L 72 &2 &8 5 I
BOHEZ B8R D 2 L o 72 s BUAME
# (Political Tunami) & HIFIXN S Z D3
FERERIZE Y, BEOT TR T - NF 4
(Abdullah Badawi) ¥ I3BRE & 4348 7% <
SN, TAFEED 2009 4F 4 H IR EM2Z -
7237 - %2 (Najib Razak) P EAHIC
MIET 52 & Lotz 2008 FEREEZEETK
EB R KBS BN OV THE LIZIH
Uy TV T EANS BT R R S [ R
JCH BB T Tu—F &2 BELTE
A X LB OO T ERELEL D
TWLON, B - GEEDRAT A4 TIHT %
R HMATH B,

2008 FEHEEE LI O BN & X 74 7 & D
BIfRIZ. BN 288 X 74 T REDOFA -
AU THM Lz FmA T4 7T 2o TR
Wob 5kt oMREL 5, v BRT
bolze LirLy LEOTL =Y TIZHBNT
. BEREROLICT L ERHE L Lo Fik
ATFATUING, =a— - A7 4 TR EEL
THHIRE T HANADEL o TBY, #Hilk
BRI a=r—a Y oORENRELD
DH Do 2008 FFREHTIE, TT Ko THi



94 E B W

HHPRERERICRD LI =2 — -
AT AT DRHERTERE - KA BN OKIEZ
WERBOERD 1 2L b %72,

ZHL7=a—  ATATORELRIRIE -
WRIZCBN BRI L THF Yy v FT7 v TS LT
WL Do [FAIREIS, B - G520t F O
M LHBED DI, ZDRIE S ITEEMAF)T
DUIFLNBEITH)OOHLERATAT
EDOMMRE. BN Z4H%ED X912 L THME
FLTWL DD, THHOBEIL, 2009 4 4
HIZBER L7 Y 7 BHEICIR S N HE L8R
Mo TWnh,

D2 E 2 TARRIE, 2008 £ 4%
DIV =Y TDORAT AT EBHE DRI
Wi U %o BARIICIE. F ¥ TEHED 2 7 4
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Malaysian Media and Politics after the 2008 General
Election: The Media Discourse and the Media Control of
the Najib Administration

IGA Tsukasa ™

Abstract

After the 2008 General Election, Malaysian political landscape changed
drastically. The ruling coalition, Barisan Nasional (BN) lost two-thirds of the lower
house of the federal parliament for the first time since its formation in 1974. BN
also lost five state governments, including the most developed states, Selangor and
Penang. Then Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi resigned and Deputy Prime
Minister Najib Razak was elevated to Prime Minister on 3 April 2009.

The new media played a huge role in the opposition’s remarkable gains in
the 2008 General Election. The Najib Administration is now forced to change the
previous approach to the media, which focused on controlling mainstream media like
newspapers and TV, and make new relationship with the media.

This article clarifies the media discourse based on the prime minister’s
speech and the reality of media control of the Najib Administration. In his speech,
Najib talked about responsible media which “report what they see, without fear of
consequence, and hold governments and public officials accountable for the results
they achieve or do not achieve.”

However, the reality of media control is different. Many government’s interference
in media happened under the Najib Administration. The Najib Administration attempts
even to expand the regulation of the Internet which has been guaranteed under the
non-censorship policy since 1996.

This article confirms the contradiction between the media discourse and the

reality of media control by the Najib Administration.
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