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Concept of International Opinion
and Its Capabilities

NISHITANI Makiko *

Abstract

International opinion implies nations’ political attitudes and opinions that
approve or disapprove a foreign government’s policy and political authority,
and also offer alternative policy ideas for that government. This definition is
slightly different from the usual interpretation of the word “international
opinion,” that is, moral critique against foreign and dorﬁestic policy by
citizens around the globe. However, by analyzing the contents of Asahi
Shimbun and Washington Post throughout the year 2002, I found that most of
the terms “international opinion” mentioned in the articles implied the political
attitudes and opinions of governments. In addition, almost one third of the
articles dealt with the cases in which militarily and politically competing
groups struggled for international opinion to gain approval for their
international political legitimacy. In brief, for many decision-makers
international opinion corresponds either to their spheres of influence or to
those of opponents’.

In order to describe the multi-dimensional political influence of international
opinions on decision-making, I classified the concept of the weight or amount
of impact and four dimensions of capabilities of international opinion. The
capability dimensions include the inténsity, magnitude, power of persuasion,
and level of indices. The intensity of international opinion means the extent of
the cohesion among community members and the duration of that cohesion.
The magnitude stands for opinion-holders’ political consequence to the target

country, and the power of persuasion emanates from the attractiveness of

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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ideas and symbols. Since we see politician’s words and deeds as the indices of
their nation’s attitudes, we infer the extent of intensity, magnitude, and power

of persuasion from those indices.



