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& 9163.9 306 334 3097 | 339.5/338.8 | 29.8/29.1 9.6/9.4

Motrich, 1998, p. 23, 1999, p. 38
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Chinese Labour Migration into the Russian Far East,
Is It a Menace?:
Aspects of International Labour Migration

in the North—Asian Regioh

Sadayoshi OHTSU™

Abstract

As a result of the collapse of the former Soviet Union, mass outflow of population from
the Far East Russia took place, the decrease in the number of population, particularly that
of the economically active parts, reached more than hundred thousand a year in the first
half of the nineties. In place of Russian nationals, there appeared Chinese migrant workers
to settle to work in many branches of economy. Russian enterprises, whicﬁ suffered from
the chronic shortage of labour force, were willing to take Chinese, first by official contracts
and then by illegal forms. ‘

‘North—East—Asian Regions, mostly closed to other world during the socialist era, were
revitalized its open contacts on both sides, i.e. in China by the “Reform and Liberalization”
policy and also in Russia by radical attempt for “Transition to the markgt system”. Coupled
with this, there were also seen a wave of “regionalization”, which included “Tumangan—
development Project” by UNIDO, “Japan Sea economic regions”. These phenomena stimu-
lated the migration movements, but a still more so by the high economic-growth of China
mainly along the coastal area, leaving the inland area still less developed, thus creating a
huge econbmic and social differentiation between the two areas. This differention served as
the directly affecting factor to elevate the migration potential in China as a whole.

Liberalization of border policy by the Russian side stimulated the trade activity both in
Russia and in China, first by official border trade and then so—called “shuttle trade”
including illegal forms. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese and Russians crossed the border

with commodities on their back, men and women, young and old with results of huge
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number of Chinese remaining to live and do business on the Russian territory, this situation is very
similar to the picture of what happened at the close of 19* century in the Far East Russia. This caused
however on the Russian population a fear of territorial threat by China and many people were
reminded of the “yellow perils” which were also sounded loudly at that time.

The paper is an attempt to survey some of the major works on this topic made by the Russian
researchers and try to assess the policy recommendations put forward by Carnegie Moscow Center

research group.



