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Rethinking Actors in Taiwan’s Democratization:
Focusing on the* Chu-lek kiu-chelJ Self-help[?
Movements over Environmental Pollution in 1980s

SAKAI Toru”

Abstract

Taiwan successfully achieved democratization — transition to democracy from
authoritarianism ruled by dominant party, the Kuomingtangld KMT or the Chinese
Nationalist Party.

Many scholars studying on Taiwan’s transition point out that it started around
1987, the year the martial law was lifted, by the voluntary reform policy by the KMT
regime, or by the pact achieved between the moderates in the establishments and the
anti-establishments. However this theory does not answer to the questions why an
authoritarian regime willing to reform itself without being forced by the radical forces,
and how they recognize as“ the moderates” of the anti-establishments.

Actually in Taiwan, from the first years of 1980s, there were many environmental
movements professed themselves or were named as“ chu-lek kiu-che” O in Hoklo-
Taiwanesel or* self-help” spontaneously occurred in various parts and spread to
every part of the country even before the year of the lifting of the martial law, and
some of them use violence such as destroying the facilities of the factories. Because
they were newly-born movements based on the newly-risen classes which the KMT
had not ever imagined, the authoritarian government already did not have effective
ability to control over or to suppress those movements. More over, before the lifting of

the martial law the local forces of the KMT or pro-KMT joined or/and supported

0 O Visiting Professor(] October 20100] March 2011[] Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies,
Kobe University.
Professional Staff, New Frontier Foundation, Taiwan.
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these protests and they played roles as if they are* radicals of the anti-establishment”
as a result, although they themselves were not conscious of acting so, displaying the
critical cleavage and inconsistency inside the KMT. So to say, the KMT regime was
reluctantly obliged to make reform policy. In other words, so-called* top-down reform
policy” such as the lifting of the martial law merely means confirmation of the existing
facts that the authoritarian systems already deprived of their effect by the social
forces, thus it is questionable to evaluate” the reform policies by the KMT regime” as
the epoch-making events.

This essay proves that the environmental“ self-help” movements in 1980s played
an important role in order to break through the authoritarian systems, and opened up
the democratization and then presents the new suggestion about the theory of

democratization of Taiwan.



