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Japanese Assistance for Education in Africa:
The Case of Zambia

SUZUKI Takako"

Abstract

Due to previous experiences and development paradigm shifts, donor
harmonisation has been strongly promoted in Sub-Sahara Africa. For instance, the
education sector is managed jointly by the Ministry of Education and related agencies
based on a single national education plan in Zambia. Special emphasis is put on
alignment and harmonisation within the sector. In these circumstances, this paper
aims to investigate the impact of Japanese assistance in education in Zambia during
Sector Plan 2003-2007 period as a case study. During that period, Japan assisted
Zambian education through three modalities: technical support by specialists to
manage the Sector Plan; counter fund earmarked to six specific components in the
Sector Plan; and grant aid projects to construct basic schools. These activities are
described and their impact was measured based on reliability, effectiveness, efficiency,
impact and sustainability. All of three modalities have no superiority. All assure
reliability and effectiveness. However, compared with the size of inputs, the impact
and efficiency seem rather low. Thus this study concludes that the issue is not what
kind of modalities should be used, but how these modalities should be utilised to

increase their impact and efficiency.

0 O Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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