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Community Participation and Primary School
Improvement: A Case Study in Myanmar

SUZUKI Takako"

Abstract

Over the past decades,’ community participation’ has been emphasised in
international development partly because of development paradigm shift in 1970-1980s.
In education, the World Conference on Education for Alld0 WCEFAO brought needs for
more funding and supports for schools to expand enrolment and lengthen schooling,
and local communities have been expected to play an important role. Because of its
significance, there are considerable amount of research and literature, but few
researches have been conducted to verify the impact or effectiveness of community
participation in education outputs. Therefore, this study aims to examine if community
participation is effective in educational achievement, seeking to answer the following
five research questions through a case study conducted in Magway, Myanmar: 10
What is community participation? 200 With what kind of indicators can we measure
community participation? 300 What can we obtain out of community participation? 40
How is the real practice of community participation in rural areas? 50 Does
community participation make any impacts on educational outputs? In this study,
community participation is transferred to numerable indicators and these indicators
are analysed with student participation rates as educational outputs. As a result, there
is a tendency that the higher community participation is, the higher retention rates
are, in seven schools out of eight. Therefore, this study concluded that community

participation and school improvement have positive correlations.

0 O Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
O Currently, Associate Professor, Faculty of Languages and Cultures, Kyushu University.[J
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