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The Framework of Quality Assurance and Teacher
Education in Sweden

TAKE Hiroko *

Abstract
This article explores the framework of quality assurance and teacher education

(TE) programs in Sweden with a particular focus on learning outcomes, and suggests
ways to build an evaluation system for teacher education in Japan. The author
discusses how the framework defines the appropriate knowledge, skills, and attitudes
required to be a teacher, establishes the position of teachers as professionals, and
evaluates TE programs under the framework.

TE in Sweden has flexibly altered in accordance with changes in social
circumstances both domestically and around the world. After the teacher reforms in
1977, TE was implemented at Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and was no longer
confined to vocational schools. The background of this was that the cultivation of
human resources, such as teachers, was required for educational reform to actualize
comprehensive education from childhood to adolescence. It was important to train
future teachers who were able to not only implement educational activities focused on
social relationships and had the required values, but also to convey just knowledge.
By integrating TE programs into HEIs, Sweden was able to provide education under
fixed conditions across the whole country.

According to learning outcomes for TE programs, future teachers are required
to enhance students’ learning and development and have the knowledge and skills to
implement educational activities based on scientific academic theory and research
methodology. They are also required to instill in the students the same values with
regard to human rights, gender equality and democracy that are deemed important in
Sweden.

This article explores how HEIs implemented quality assurance systems as
in the case of Linneaus University. It focuses on direct evaluations of students’

thesis, and indirect evaluations of the curriculum, questionnaires, and program
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coordinators. TE programs are thus conducted under a clear evaluation system to
better comprehend input and output of education, which would be beneficial when

considering how to implement an evaluation system for TE programs in Japan.



