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A Genealogy of Modern Aizu Identity

TANAKA Satoru®

Abstract

In most of modern nation states, national memories are covered in glory of
victory. On the one hand, a story of victory brings a cohesive force to people in
a community. On the other hand, news of defeat causes decline in reliability on
the community. We can expect that memories of a defeat or humiliation will
result in identity crisis of people in the community. Some communities, however,
are formed on a shameful defeat. It is because there are always both winners and
losers in all the fights, and no one can win at all times. If so, how do they keep
up their identity in situations when they are defeated?

The Meiji Restoration started the modern history of Japan. At that time,
the loser was the Tokugawa shogunate’s side, especially the Aizu Clan. Since
then, Aizu people were labeled ‘rebels’ of the nation in modern Japan. How did
Aizu people try to keep up their identity?

Before 1945, they tried to restore their identity by taking the ‘Setsuen-Kinno
(BHEE) strategy, that is to say, the strategy to clear their name of a stigma
and support the Emperor. The trial once succeeded, and they were at the height
of their prosperity as a center of Japanese militarism in the early 1940s.

But in 1945, the second defeat for Aizu people came suddenly. It brought
them a serious identity crisis again. After World War I, in the face of the
crisis, they took the ‘tourist history’ strategy, which means they try to compile
attractive local history for tourists. In this case, they did not recall the defeat of
1945 but tell of 1868, when they got defeated in the Boshin Civil War. Through
the ‘tourist history,” they converted the military city Wakamatsu into a historical
tourist resort Aizu-Wakamatsu. Moreover, the Aizu community as a promoter of
imperial militarism was also converted into a ‘victim’ of modern nationalism.

Now Aizu people seem to forget World War II as the result of their modern

* Graduate Student, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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history from 1868 to 1945, and to remember only the Boshin Civil War. But in
fact, they got defeated twice.



