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A Note on the Publicness of Yasukuni Shrine

TANAKA Satoru”

Abstract

The purpose of this note is to offer a supplementary explanation of Professor
Fudita Hiromasa's research paper titled “The Formation of Public Space of the
Memorial in Modern Japan® presented at Kokugakuin University on May 28, 2011.
This note aims to offer a conceptual framework for the relations between the
publicness and Yasukuni Shrine.

In his paper, Fudita considers Yasukuni Shrine as a public space, not an exclusive
and closed one. By stressing its public character, he argues that Yasukuni Shrine is
not just one of state organizations, but a national public space for the people. Yet, since
his paper discusses the publicness taking it for granted that nationalism is the given
premise, it cannot be free from the argument on the exclusiveness of nation state.
Whereas, this note points out that studies on Yasukuni Shrine need to reveal how
Yasukuni Shrine, in a close connection with the nation state, secures openness and

plurality beyond the national border.

* Research Associate, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



