
Arctic Science Cooperation Agreement: 
Implications for Asian Countries and their Scientists

12 November 2020 (Thu) 16:00-18:00 JST/ 7:00-9:00 GMT
Zoom Meeting (pre-registration through the PLS website required)

Speakers: 
Han Liu (Polar Research Institute of China)

Akiho Shibata (Polar Cooperation Research Centre, Kobe University, Japan)
KyongSa Ri (UiT The Arctic University of Norway)

13th Polar Law Symposium
Panel on Policy-Law-Science Nexus in Polar Regions:

presents online interactive seminar



Mr. KyongSa Ri 
Mr. KyongSa Ri is a master student of Political Science at UiT
The Arctic University of Norway. He is Korean and was born in
Japan (Zainichi-Korean). He got a Master's degree in Informatics
(Shizuoka University). In Norway, he got a bachelor's degree in
Political Science (University of Oslo), including exchange at
Seoul National University. His research focuses on the
interaction between different collective actors in and between
South Korean and Japanese society which are engaged in Arctic
issues from a critical theoretical perspective.

Discussion-oriented seminar on  
Arctic Science Cooperation Agreement:

Implications for Asian Countries and their Scientists

 Brief introduction of the new treaty: Agreement on Enhancing 
International Arctic Scientific Cooperation (entered into force 
in May 2018), with focus on provisions relating to non-Arctic 
states, such as China, Japan and Korea.

 How is this Agreement perceived by the governments and 
scientific institutions of China, Japan and Korea? A result of a 
survey

 Have there been any official positions/statements made 
available on this Agreement by the governments of China, 
Japan and Korea? 

 What is the current situation regarding the implementation of 
the Agreement, particularly the Meeting of its Parties that will 
review Arctic science cooperation with Arctic Council 
Observer States, such as China, Japan and Korea? 

 How do we expect the potential implications of this 
Agreement on the three Asian non-Arctic countries and their 
scientists?

Ms. LIU Han is the Assistant Researcher of Polar Research Institute 
of China and the Executive Secretary of China-
Nordic Arctic Research Center since 2016. She has a Master’s 
degree in International Public Policy from London School of 
Economics. She specializes in Arctic governance and Nordic studies.

Ms. Han Liu

Prof. Akiho  Shibata

Prof. Akiho Shibata is a professor of international law and the 
Director, Polar Cooperation Research Centre (PCRC), Kobe 
University, Japan. He is leading several research projects on both 
Arctic and Antarctic legal issues, and is the Principal Investigator of 
the ArCS II Research Program on International Law. 
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