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Final Report of the Forty-first
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting

Buenos Aires, Argentina
13 - 18 May 2018

Item 5: Biological Prospecting in Antarctica

WP25: Argentina, Chile, France, Norway

Biological prospecting in Antarctica — the need for
iImproved information and consideration by the
ATCM

IP29: Netherland
Developing responses to them before they arise




United States:
Strong doubts about what the ATCM can

meaningfully accomplish in debating many aspects

of this issue

It is necessary to consider the context related to
the negotiations at the UN of a new legally-binding
instrument related to biodiversity beyond national
jurisdiction (BBNJ)




Meeting agreed on the following:

e To hold an informal intersessional exchange of information by
Consultative Parties through the ATCM Forum on activities
taking place regarding the collection and use of biological
material in Antarctica and their possible implications on the free
availability of scientific observations and results as provided in
Article III of the Antarctic Treaty.

e To request SCAR to present at ATCM XLII an update to its
report contained in WP 2 Biological prospecting in the Antarctic
region: a conservative overview of current research presented
at ATCM XXXIII.
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