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Standing Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System

• SCAR is an official Observer to the Antarctic Treaty and 
provides independent, objective scientific advice in a variety 
of fields, particularly on environmental and conservation 
matters.  

• The Standing Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System 
(SCATS) is the body within the SCAR structure tasked with 
developing SCAR’s scientific advice to: ATCM, CEP, 
CCAMLR, the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Seals (CCAS), and the Advisory Committee to the Agreement 
on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP). 

SCAR SC-ATS

https://www.scar.org/policy/scats/



Terms of reference (1)

• Develop and provide independent scientific advice to the 
Antarctic Treaty System (ATS);

• Respond to requests for advice from the Antarctic Treaty 
System;

• Coordinate these tasks across SCAR’s subsidiary groups, 
the Executive Committee, and, where required, National 
Committees and the SCAR Delegates;

• Co-represent SCAR at the various meetings of bodies that 
make up the ATS, and primarily the Committee for 
Environmental Protection (CEP) and the formal meeting of 
the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties;

SCAR SC-ATS

https://www.scar.org/policy/scats/



Terms of reference (2)

• Adhere to a set of guiding principles as follows:

• - Ensure that its advice is accurate, independent, current, 
and traceable to source,

• - Rely on peer-reviewed, publicly-available science,

• - Formulate advice on a broad, inclusive, open-consultation 
basis to provide the most appropriate advice no matter where 
the expertise on which it rests resides,

• - Provide timely advice with the proviso that accuracy takes 
priority;

• Report to the SCAR Delegates or the Directors (Executive 
Committee) as appropriate.

SCAR SC-ATS

https://www.scar.org/policy/scats/



Members (1)
• Dr Aleks Terauds - Chief Officer, Australia, 2014 - 2020

• Dr Thomas Bracegirdle - Physical Sciences Group Representative, UK, 
2016 - 2020

• Dr Cassandra Brooks*- Deputy Chief Officer, USA, 2018 - 2022

• Dr Mary-Anne Lea*- Expert Group on Birds and Marine Mammals (EG-
BAMM) and SCAR-CCAMLR Liaison, Australia, 2018-2022

• Dr Daniela Liggett - New Zealand, 2014 - 2022

• Prof Bettina Meyer* - Germany, 2018-2022

• Dr Chandrika Nath - Secretariat, from June 2018

• Dr Luis Pertierra - Spain, 2018-2022
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Members (2)
• Dr Marcelo Reguero - Geosciences Group Representative, Argentina, 

2016 - 2020

• Dr Yan Ropert-Coudert - Life Sciences Group Representative, France, 
2014 - 2022

• Dr Akinori Takahashi* - Japan, 2014 - 2022

• Dr Anton Van de Putte* - Standing Committee on Antarctic Data 
Management (SCADM) Chief Officer, Belgium, 2016 - 2020

• Dr George Watters* - USA, 2018 – 2022

*Delegate member to SC-CAMLR38
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Activities
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Activities

SCAR SC-ATS

https://www.ats.aq/devAS/EP/GuidelinesAndProcedures?lang=e



Antarctic Environments Portal

SCAR SC-ATS

https://www.environments.aq



SCAR SC-ATS

Hughes et al. 2018 Environ. Sci. Policy



水産庁プレスリリース

CCAMLR-38

https://www.jfa.maff.go.jp/j/press/kokusai/191105.html
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CCAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/news/2019/meeting-antarctic-experts-comes-close



CCAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/news/2019/meeting-antarctic-experts-comes-close

Many important issues were discussed. Of particular note:

• This was the second year in which there were no reports 
of illegal fishing in the Convention Area.

• The Commission agreed to new prohibition of the 
discharge of plastics and dumping and discharging of oil or 
fuel products from fishing vessels in the entire Convention 
Area.

• CCAMLR initiated a major new program to foster capacity 
building with a General Capacity Building Fund that will 
support all Contracting Parties, with priority given to 
those that are least effective in the implementation of 
their obligations under the Convention. The Commission 
also expanded the General Science Capacity fund which 
will support scholarships for young scientists.



CCAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/news/2019/meeting-antarctic-experts-comes-close

• A new survey has estimated that the size of the krill 
stock in the South Atlantic is 62.6 million tonnes. This is 
very similar to the krill stock size of 60 million tonnes
determined by the last survey in 2000.

• A major new research program will run over the next few 
years to provide a new approach to managing krill 
fisheries. The program will focus on regular determination 
of krill population size in different areas, utilising scientific 
and fishing vessel-based studies, and will take into 
account predators and the krill life cycle to ensure that 
catches remain sustainable.

• The Commission agreed precautionary catch limits for all 
toothfish fisheries in the Convention Area.



CCAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/news/2019/meeting-antarctic-experts-comes-close

• Research and monitoring plans for existing marine 
protected areas (MPAs), as well as proposals to establish 
three new MPAs – in East Antarctica, the Weddell Sea, 
and the Western Antarctic Peninsula – were the subject 
of much discussion. Members will continue to work 
intersessionally on proposals for these MPAs before they 
are again considered at next year’s meeting.



SC-CAMLR-38

Discussion on MPAs (SC-CAMLR-38 Report, para 6.21 – 6.77)

• Para 6.28. (China) ‘SC-CAMLR-38/20 presented the critical elements for the 
development of RMPs for CCAMLR MPAs previously raised by China (CCAMLR-
XXXVII/32), with the aim to ensure the transparency of all RMPs and to provide a 
guiding framework of all Members participating in the RMPs and future reviews on 
scientific basis. The paper identified critical elements including, inter alia:

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/system/files/e-sc-38-report-v2_2.pdf

(i) baseline data be collated from the very beginning of elaboration of MPAs 
and presented; 

(ii) broadly stated objectives be translated into specific, measurable, achievable, 
relevant or realistic and time-bound (SMART) management objectives; 

(iii) indicators and their parameters be identified; 
(iv) data collected be standardised. 

It recommended that the Scientific Committee recognise the importance of these 
critical elements in the development of RMPs for CCAMLR MPAs, and use it as a 
foundation to facilitate further cooperation on this important matter.’



SC-CAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/system/files/e-sc-38-report-v2_2.pdf

Discussion on MPAs (SC-CAMLR-38 Report, para 6.21 – 6.77)

• Para 6.37. (Russia) ‘The development and approval of a unified approach to the 
formulation of an RMP must precede the establishment of new MPAs and form the 
basis for the revision of existing RMPs.’

• Para 6.37. (Russia) ‘…emphasised that some elements should be taken into account 
to develop RMPs for MPAs, namely:

(i) an MPA is created by the Commission approving the entire set of required 
documents accompanying the establishment of the MPA. An integral part of this 
set of documents is the MPA RMP

(ii) RMPs shall be developed based on ‘the best available data which must be 
adequate to ensure a unified approach to the development of scientifically based 
RMPs for specific MPAs’ indicators and their parameters be identified; 

(iii) baseline data, essential for the development of RMPs, must include the 
qualitative and quantitative characteristics of marine ecosystems and 
biodiversity, as well as the oceanographic and climate history of the region.

(iv) RMPs should include provisions governing procedures and sources for 
establishing the values of the allowable catch in order to provide resource 
support for the implementation of the RMP.



SC-CAMLR-38

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/system/files/e-sc-38-report-v2_2.pdf

Discussion on MPAs (SC-CAMLR-38 Report, para 6.21 – 6.77)

• Para 6.38. (Argentina) ‘...requiring the adoption of a complete RMP before the 
establishment of an MPA contradicts CM 91-04...’.

• Para 6.39. (Argentina) ‘...further indicated that the adoption of RMPs has gained 
greater weight than the MPA objectives themselves and has entangled the Scientific 
Committee in protracted discussions about data quality and amount.’ ‘…the 
requirements proposed as the starting dataset for MPAs are excessive, requiring not 
only the collation of huge amounts of data but also impossible achievements, …and 
run the risk of blocking the establishment of any MPA.’ ‘RMPs should not become 
one more management tool but have been conceived to determine whether the MPA 
objectives are being achieved, for example to monitor the effects on the ecosystem 
that occur as a result of climate change and human activity.’

• Para 6.40. ‘Many Members agreed with the views expressed by (Argentina). and noted 
that any requirement to adopt a complete RMP before the establishment of an MPA 
would contradict the provisions of CM 91-04’.



SC-CAMLR-38

Discussion on MPAs (SC-CAMLR-38 Report, para 6.21 – 6.77)

• Para 6.41. (Russia) ‘…noted that there may be a need in rethinking regarding the 
approach as to how CCAMLR addresses MPAs. With regard to quotations from the 
preamble of CM 91-04 containing the word ‘conservation’ it was suggested to turn to 
the document of the higher order – one forming the basis of Commission’s work –
namely the Convention, and its respective provisions (Article II points 1 and 2), 
whereby the term ‘conservation’ includes the notion of ‘rational use’. He further 
underlined that nothing in the Convention prioritises conservation over rational use –
these are identified as equally important goals..’

• Para 6.41. (Russia) ‘With regard to claims that RMPs may establish thresholds for 
scientific data that are too high – (Russia) underscored that the thresholds that prove 
too high for individual Members can be met if all Members unite their efforts – it was 
suggested to think about launching in the future a large-scale scientific collaboration 
exercise, involving as many Members as possible, as an alternative to current 
‘competition’ between individual MPA proposals.’

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/system/files/e-sc-38-report-v2_2.pdf



SC-CAMLR-38

Discussion on MPAs (SC-CAMLR-38 Report, para 6.21 – 6.77)

- Weddell Sea MPA -

• Para 6.72. SC-CAMLR-38/BG/15 set out observations and comments on the 
scientific basis and draft RMP of the WSMPA proposal, recalled issues identified by 
the Scientific Committee, and reiterated points previously raised by China regarding 
outstanding scientific issues to be addressed in the WSMPA proposal, indicating 
further work is still needed to be done in the Scientific Committee.

https://www.ccamlr.org/en/system/files/e-sc-38-report-v2_2.pdf
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