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2017/06/14 18:24Australian Antarctic Division look into construction of year-round runway - ABC News (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)
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RELATED STORY: Tiny technology making it easier to
track Antarctic penguins

RELATED STORY: Aurora Australis icebreaker runs
aground near Mawson Station

Australian Antarctic Division look into construction of
year-round runway
By Fiona Breen
Updated Tue 21 Feb 2017, 8:43am

PHOTO: The Heidmann Valley area in East Antarctica is being explored as a potential runway site. (Supplied: Sandra Potter)

Exploration could be about to take off with the Australian Antarctic
Division investigating a new year-round runway site on the icy
continent.

Currently access to Australian research stations on the continent via the
skies is limited to an ice-runway that is only usable during certain
months of the year.

"The reason that we are looking for year-round aviation is not only the support to our expeditioners, but it allows us to
branch out into different science experiments that we haven't been able to do in the past," project manager Bryce
Harris said.

The project team are exploring two different potential sites in the Vestfold Hills near Davis Station, one in the
Heidemann Valley and the other up on a ridge.

"In one site we've got a valley filled with glacial sediments and we're characterising those different sediments and the
different environments, up (on the ridge) we are looking at a rocky site and we're looking at a veneer of the glacial
sediment sitting over the top of the rock," geologist Alistair Reed said.

The Vestfold Hills are an anomaly in the Antarctic — they are a range of mountains and glacial lakes rarely covered in
snow and ice. The gravel, sandy landscape is a remnant of the eastern glacier.

MAP: Antarctica

2017/06/14 18:34Nation's first Antarctic airfield may see building begin by 2018 - People's Daily Online
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Nation's first Antarctic airfield may see building begin by
2018

(China Daily)    08:20, April 12, 2017

Scientists who arrived in Shanghai aboard the Xuelong icebreaker on Tuesday are reunited with their families after
completing the nation's 33rd Antarctic expedition, which included surveying an airfield site. [Photo/Xinhua]

Progress continues on China's first airfield in Antarctica, with site selection and a survey completed and plans set for
construction to begin as early as year's end, according to a senior scientist.

The airfield, near China's Zhongshan Station, will be able to handle fixed-wing aircraft. Specialists from the nation's 33rd
Antarctic expedition recently surveyed a 3-square-kilometer area selected for the airfield, said Sun Bo, deputy director of the
Polar Research Institute of China under the State Oceanic Administration.

Sun spoke at a news conference after the welcoming ceremony in Shanghai for the 33rd Antarctic expedition, which ended a
161-day mission and returned to its base in Shanghai on Tuesday morning.

The 328-member expedition conducted a great amount of scientific research and experiments at and around the country's
four Antarctic stations－Changcheng, Zhongshan, Taishan and Kunlun－according to the institute. It added that the Xuelong
icebreaker and Haiyang 6 scientific survey ship, the two vessels carrying the expedition team, also conducted oceanographic
and geological research.

Sun said the construction of the planned airfield will be carried out by the 34th Antarctic expedition, which is set to arrive
in Antarctica around the end of this year, adding that the infrastructure project will go through an international
environmental protection review.

"At first the airfield will have only one runway, so the construction will be easy－we will only need to flatten the selected
area and maintain it. Fixed-wing aircraft will need to be equipped with a pair of runners so they can land," he told China
Daily.

"Next, we plan to build some runways in the same area. They will be flatter than the first runway and will be capable of
accommodating large fixed-wing planes that are not equipped with runners," Sun said.

Australia: grabble 
airfield at Davis ?

China: ice airfield at Zhongshan 2014

Italy>From ice to grabble airfield at Zucchelli 2017-

Russian Molodyozhnaya airstrip 
reopening?
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Independent Mar. 27, 2017

By Doaa Abdel-Motaal Feb. 21, 2017

By Anne-Marie Brady August 2017

Sydney Morning Herald 
Mar. 25, 2018 A Contemporary perspectives on 

realism, Feb. 20, 20184
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East Antarctica MPA proposals 
(Australia, France, EU, 2012)

Weddell Sea MPA proposals 
(EU/Germany), 2016
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West Antarctic 
Peninsula and 
Southern Scotia 
Arc MPA proposal 
(Argentina and 
Chile, 2017)
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The Future of Antarctica: Policy Recommendations for 2025 ATCM in 
Japan
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