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Party Systems in Developed Countries: Origins and
Competitions
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Abstract

There are many countries which adopt representative democracy and they
established various types of party systems. This article applies comparative analysis
to party systems in developed countries around the world. According to quantitative
analysis using public opinion data sets (World Values Survey and European Values
Survey), each country’s characteristics of party competition are related to their
social structure and process of party system formation. In countries which built their
democracy gradually, parties are clearly in competition based on policy positions.
This trend is more common in West-European countries which have strong Urban-
Secular right-wing party and moderate in non-European countries. In countries which
built their democracy rapidly, party competition based on policy positions Is not clear
except in East-European countries. These results highlight existence of a historical path

dependency on representative democracies.
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