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International Education Cooperation in Northeast

Asia: A Case Study of the CAMPUS Asia Program
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Abstract

Despite intensifying dynamics of economic and social exchange, the prospects for
Northeast Asia regionalism have often been called in question due to the unresolved
historical antagonism and territorial disputes. Yet, amidst forecasts of regional conflict,
Japan, China and South Korea launched in 2011 the official student mobility program
CAMPUS Asia. In this paper, we first focus on the domestic and trilateral policy-
making processes that have resulted in the CAMPUS Asia framework. Tracing the
process of its making, we find that Japan, China, and South Korea have proactively
responded to the competition in the globalization of higher education services and
strongly promoted the internationalization of their universities. But the course of
internationalization policies varied significantly due to the impact of national ideals and
diplomatic strategies of political leaders. As a part of their national security and
economic policy strategies, Japan and South Korea each have developed their own
strategies for regional education cooperation. Both countries emphasized the need for
cooperation in Asia, but the focus of their policies differed. We argue that the
Trilateral Summit in 2008 provided Japan, China and South Korea an opportunity to
align their interests. Because of strong political leadership, the three countries were
able to agree on launching CAMPUS Asia. The agreed framework respected

membership states’ autonomy in education policies and provided room to each country
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and university consortia to negotiate the details for student mobility programs. This
intentional ambiguity in education cooperation has increased the role of universities in

facilitating bilateral and trilateral politics in Northeast Asia.





