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Mutsu City and Itake Tourism in Osorezan:
Focusing on Regional Image There

MIYAZAKI Yuri”

Abstract

This article aims to present that local government does not always take an active
approach to tourism expansion, with a focus on Mutsu city. In Japan, many local
governments have adopted certain tourism policies, which are intended to be
understood as tourist expansion measurements. But, in reality, there were local
governments that did not attempt to actively attract tourists using available resources.

Since the 1960s, Osorezan in Mutsu city has become famous among some
Japanese for its spiritual mediums who are called Ttako'. Itako led many tourists to
visit to Osorezan and yet Mutsu city does not continue to actively use these Itako. The
aim of this case study is to answer why Itako are not officially used as a tourism
attraction. To begin with, chapter2 will explain the importance of regional images
shared among local residents. That is the image of the “backward areas’. Among
these local residents, the importance of development is shared. Afterward, chapter3
will focus on the image of mediums among local residents: Pre-modern. This case
study concludes that Itako in Mutsu city cannot solve the problem of the regional
image, and thus are not actively promoted in tourism.

This case study demonstrates the importance of regional images shared in cities
and their surrounding areas. This article proposes that the regional images are

helpful for understanding the local government’s behavior.
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