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T 7zo BRERED O AYPAERICHM - ki
KEEHK (1995) 2354 L. SEBIRISHT 5
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The Framework of International Cooperation
for Disaster Risk Reduction

—A Reconsideration with Special Reference to

“Build Back Better”™—

TOYODA Toshihisa®

Abstract

This essay tries to demonstrate that, although Japan is a “disaster prone
country’, it has not reached the “disaster prevention power” as a developed country.
In my view, the disaster prevention power is the state that has integrated measures
not only for recovery and rehabilitation but also for improvement of livelihoods of
affected individuals and social environment as well as physical assets. To examine it, |
extensively discuss on Build Back Better (hereafter it is abbreviated as BBB), which is
widely used in recent years in the field of disaster management.

First of all, T look at the process that BBB has become a central concept in the
international community in the field of disaster management. Next, I reconsider what
BBB means. I also point out that there are subtle differences in the position between the
International community and Japan in the interpretation and practice of BBB. Finally,
I discuss that the difference is the main source of determining the characteristics of
disaster management measures in Japan.

The concept of BBB has become a dominant priority and also a slogan after the
Sendai Framework, and is widely accepted by the international community in the field
of disaster risk reduction. The original meaning is to take both hard and soft measures
for disaster risk reduction in the phase of recovery and reconstruction, which ultimately
leads to a better state of economic, social, and environmental as well as physical
facilities. Developing countries usually prepare measures for response phase only, but
must make efforts to improve their capability and affordability to respond to disaster
risk reduction at recovery/reconstruction phase. The international communities should

also cooperate to assist developing countries in the spirit of BBB.

* Project Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.








