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Resident Questionnaire Survey on the Lives and
Livelithoods Recovery in the Devastated Area
after Ten years from the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami
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Abstract

This paper is a preliminary report of the resident questionnaire survey conducted
in the coastal disaster areas of Iwate and Miyagi prefectures in March 2020 that will
mark almost 10 years since the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. Article 3
of the Large-Scale Disaster Reconstruction Law enacted in 2013 sets out the basic
principles of reconstruction. The idea includes three aspects: recovery of livelihood,
recovery of local economy, and creation of safe local communities for the future.
Focusing on these three aspects, we conducted this survey with the aim of analyzing
the factors behind the current situation and issues of the decade of reconstruction
from the perspective of the victims.

This survey has two implications. The first implication is to clarify the actual
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situation of the 10 years of reconstruction from the perspective of the victims
themselves. For this reason, questionnaires were distributed in some districts
designated as disaster risk areas including certain areas covered by public works
projects such as raising land readjustment projects and disaster prevention group
relocation projects in the coastal regions of Iwate and Miyagi prefectures. The second
implication is not only to measure the degree of achievement of reconstruction based
on the subjectivity of the victims as was done in the previous research, but also by
adding related questionnaire items to find out the remaining issues in the local
economy and community activities and explore the background factors.

The status of housing reconstruction, the livelihoods of disaster victims, the local
economy, and the rebuilding of local communities is thought to be due to differences in
reconstruction town planning methods such as seawalls, raised land readjustments,
and group relocations, as well as differences in completion times. It is suggested that
a speedy method that does not hinder the rehabilitation of the lives and livelihoods of
disaster victims over a long period of time is important. In addition, the economic
situation in the region is divided into light and dark depending on the type of industry.
This difference is thought to be because some industries and companies have received
reconstruction demand and public subsidies particularly. In contrast, some others
suffer from population outflow and customer loss due to delays in facility
reconstruction and prolonged reconstruction town development. This paper is our
kick-off report on the broad resident questionnaire survey in the two prefectures. We
will inquire into more detailed analyses of the micro-level recovery situation from the

Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.



