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Achieving the Ecosystem Approach through
International Law:
Its Status and Challenges

INAGAKI Osamu

Abstract

This article aims to examine the status and challenges in achieving the ecosystem
approach (EA) as an international norm. Although the EA has diverse normative
aspects, this article addresses only one aspect: integrated management of human
activities. Normatively, integrated management requires integration among different
sectors (e.g. fisheries, shipping, oil & gas development, scientific research etc.) and
among different zones (e.g. territories, territorial seas, exclusive economic zones, high
seas etc.) to effectively safeguard ecosystems from human activities. Given that
existing international law is firmly based on sectoral and zonal management,
integrated management poses a fundamental challenge. However, integrated
management itself is an abstract norm, and therefore, this article explores how specific
rules and institutions of international law contribute to achieving integrated
management. This article focuses on (1) obligations to assess cumulative impacts of
different kind of human activities; (2) multi-sectoral protected areas; (3) coordination
among different environmental protection measures in adjacent zones including
“compatibility principle” in Article 7(2) of the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement; (4)
transboundary protected area networks and (5) Article 192 of the UNCLOS. Through
such examination, the article finds that any of these rules or institutions of
international law do not drastically replace existing sectoral and zonal management
with integrated management. Rather, they contribute to achieving integrated

management through complementing the existing mechanisms. These rule and
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institutions principally function to ensure cooperation, coordination, and information
sharing among States and existing sectoral international frameworks. While this
principal function does present certain inadequacies, this article finds that it is a

realistic method of achieving integrated management.





