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[ARTICLES]

The Political Process of the Relocation of U.S. Military
Aircraft Training and the Development of the Self-Defense
Forces Base on Mageshima:

Focusing on the Role of Diet Members

GARAN Kenji ™'
NAKAHARA Masato**

Abstract

This study examines how the relocation of U.S. military aircraft training in Japan and the
establishment of Self-Defense Forces base on Mageshima island in Kagoshima Prefecture were approved,
focusing on the role of Diet members. Specifically, the study traces the process from the emergence of
the so-called Mageshima issue to the present, using mainly newspaper reports. In addition, the turning
points in the issue will be pointed out, and how the Diet members were involved in this issue will be
discussed.

The results of the study revealed the following; Initially, local governments and many citizens were
opposed to the relocation of U.S. military aircraft training to Mageshima and the planned construction of
a Self-Defense Forces base, due to concerns about environmental destruction and negative impacts on
local culture. However, local public opinion gradually came to approve of the Japanese government’s plan,
and the public opinion was divided. In the end, the Japanese government initiated the procedures for the
construction of the base and began construction without any indication of approval or disapproval from
the local chief.

It was also suggested that one of the reasons behind this was that Diet members who had
established themselves in political parties and in the government supported those who were in favor of
the base’s construction in their own constituencies. In other words, the influence of the Diet members
gave them power, and the local governments that would host the base were forced to approve the base

construction plan promoted by the Japanese government.

% 1 MA (political science), Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
* 2 Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.








