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(‘UPDATE OF OPINIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS (CHRONOLOGICALY): 34 four-year

term of office (2002-2006)*' % ¥ #at% & o7=,

O NO¥EFER, RNEESPLOEERLZVERTH

D, BISHIE 43 KB LU 47 SPOBRRMHBED 5 bDE £ 15T, ThbiIEMNEES OBIREH

BiTHY ., MIEEIRMNER,»LOMEEHBETN S, )

28 (BfD) FHNFEE | EBRORE | ERNBR | RelkE 5 | ZRSERE
43 (2002.3.13-14) 2 10 | 3 (3) 1

44 (2002.5.15-16) 6 6 1 1 (1)

45 (2002.7.3-4) 0 3 0 0 1 (1)
46 (2002.10.10) 1 3 1 (1) 1 (1)

47 (2002.11.20-21) 2 11 (1) 5 (3) 1 (1)

48 (2003.2.12-13) 1 6 3 (2) 1 (1)

49 (2003.4.9-10) 5 5 2 (2) 1 (1)

50 (2003.7.2-3) 3 9 (1) 2 (2) 3 (3) 1 (1)
51 (2003.10.9) 3 6 (1) 2 (1) 0

/NEE (43-51 £87) 23 57 (3) 19 (14) | 9 (8) 2 (2)
A (43-51 £8) 110 (27)

ERE S

S L ICERENIHRERSOER (FMRZERKH)

(‘UPDATE OF OPINIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS (BY COMMISSION): 3™ four-

year term of office (2002-2008)2 XV #EFt 2 L o7, () WNOEFIER. RHEES,HLOEERZNE

RTHhD, BIFNIE 43 RHID CONST THEEINLBEROOL 2L, 5 47 £ CONST CHEHEEh

EBRADVEST, IRLEBEMMERICIIBROHERTHY . MIEERNBRIOOEEEB T 5, )
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The Enhanced Role of the Committee of the
Regions of the European Union |
under the Principle of Subsidiarity

ARASHIMA Chizu*

Abstraet '
The Committee of the Regions was established by the Maastricht Treaty in 1992

which introduced the principle of subsidiarity as a general rule. The principle is a
guideline of the distribution of competences between the EU and its Member States.
However, the author considers that the principle can also be applied to the distribution
of competences between the EU, Member States and the regional and/or local
authorities because the original concept of the principle is to make decisions closer to
the citizens.

Although the European Parliament is regarded as the most democratic institution of
the EU, the main law-making competence is exercised by the EU Council. The author
presupposes that the EU Council will retain their law-making powers also in the future
because the EU is an international organization. Therefore, the problem of the
democratic deficit will remain. To reduce it, there are rooms for other groups to act
supplementing the European Parliament.

One aspect of the democratic deficit is that certain competences of regional and local
authorities are now exercised by the EU. Therefore, regional and local éuthorities have
claimed that they should participate in the EU decision-making in the area where they
have competences under their constitutional or other laws.

The author examines that the principle can be applied to the regional and local level,
the claims of the Committee of the Regions, its enhanced role chronologically and its
present operation. Lastly, the author introduces the more enhanced role of the

Committee of the Regions provided by the draft Constitutional Treaty of the EU. The

*Reséarch Associate, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



106 B oW h om R B12B 2w

author concludes that the enhanced role of the Committee of the Regions is one of the

remedies to reduce the democratic deficit.



