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The Perception of History: Through
“The First Joint Historical Study by
Japan and Korea”(II)

CHUNG Nami*
KIMURA Kan**

Abstract

This paper discusses the problem of history textbooks. A controversial history
textbook made by the group known as “the party of making new historical
textbook” passed the textbook screening system in 2001. This brought about a
variety of arguments by the media in Japan and East Asian countries. Japan
and Korea had to address these arguments immediately by the demand of the
government of South Korea and the public.

“The joint historical study by Japan and Korea” agreed on at a top-level
summit between Japan and Korea, which was held by prime minister Koizumi
and the president of South Korea No mu hyong in October 2001, was one of the
fruits of Japan and South Korea’s labor. This project was different to the joint
studies which had been held many times before.

First, this study was different from the many previous private joint studies,
and was developed due to both governments having responsibility to some extent,
so was expected to have a significant influence.

Secondly the private joint studies had been held among scholars, who had
similar thoughts and ideologies, but “the first joint historical study by Japan
and Korea” was held by scholars, chosen by both governments, who had
completely different backgrounds and perceptions of history.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the background to “the first joint his-
torical study by Japan and Korea” and how it developed. First this paper discusses

examples from the very beginning of joint history studies from outside of Japan
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* * Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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and Korea. The question “what is joint historical study?” is discussed and fur-
thermore, the greatest obstacles and problems to sharing the same perception of
history are investigated. Secondly, after this the current status of joint historical
study at the private level between Japan and Korea will be classified. Also why
the growth and development of personal and academic exchange has not had as
a great influence as desired is discussed. Lastly this paper analyzes in detail “the
first joint historical study by Japan and Korea” held from 2002 to 2005, espe-
cially focusing on the significance of the study, the problems associated with it

and the issues between Japan and Korea which lead to these problems.



