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Japanese Trade Unions and Asia before
the Second World War (2)

Kozo KAGAWA”

Abstract
* The second meeting of Asian Labour Conference was held in Tokyo in May

1937. It was attended by representatives of Nihon Rodo Sodomei and Indian
Trade Union ‘Federation. And also the head of ILO Tokyo pranch attended
because this conference was organized on the base of ILO. In the meeting
there were eleven adopted resolutions mainly related to ILO conventions.
Especially the following points were discussed; discriminatory treatment to
workers in colonial countries and foreign settlements, exclusive clauses of ILO
conventions applied to Asian countries, right to organize labour unions and
organization of tripartite Asian labour conference. The only last one was
established after the Second World War. |

Asian Labour Conference organized by only labour unions had disap-
peared just after Tokyo meeting because Japan withdrew from ILO in 1938
and activities of labour unions were strictly controlled undere the military
setup. Therefore the Conference could not get fruitful producté. But itkwas
meaningful for Asian trade unions to organize one conference by themselves.

In opposition to Asian Labour Conference, Pacific Labour Unions
Conference was organized under the leadership of Cominterun and Profinterun
in 1927. In this paper the author discussed the process till the Conference was
organized. In Japan left (Communists) group of labour unions were invited to
the Conference. But at first Cominterun tried to contact with right group of
labour unions in order to enlarge its influential power in Japan, but soon it

gave up the trial.

* Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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Left group of labour unions was strictly controlled under Public Peace
and Police Act and Peace Reservation Act. They did not direct against left
group of labour wunions, but effectively checked union activities through
government control. Left group opened the meeting to select representative to
Pacific Labour Unions Conference. But it was ordered to stop meeting by the
special police. It selected the offiéial representatives and unofficial ones. Only
the official ones were announced in public. So they could not go to the
meeting in China because they were arrested at the early morning of the day
when they would start from Tokyo station. But unofficialr representatives
avoided being caught and were successful to come to China. The place of the
meeting was changed from Canton to Hankow because of the attack of

Nationalists Army in China.



