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‘Justification’ of Coupd’ Etat and
- Democratization:
South Korean Experience in 1960s

KIMURA Kan”

Abstract

Democratization of South Korea in 1980’s is well-known as a successful and textbook
case of democratization, not only because it built the democratic regime as the result,
but also because the regime has been stable and respected by the people since 1987,

South Korea has another experience of democratization-in 1960’s. After the military
coup d” etat in 1961, South Korea experienced the process of democratization in 1963.
However, the regime built by the democratization in 1960’s did not enjoy the stability
and was not respected by the people. Park Chon-Hee, the leader of the coup d’ etat,
and the president of South Korea from 1964 to 1979, was forced to carry out ‘coup &’
etat from above’ in 1971 and built authoritarian Yushin regime in 1972.

This study is intended to examine the process of this failed democratization of South
Korea in 1960’s. The most important point here is that justification of the coup d’ etat
by the military leaders was not accepted by the people. This study shows how the
leaders failed the justification and how the failure influenced the legitimacy of the
regime. ) '

This study also shows that this failure had the deep root in the history of the
country. The Ideologies of South Korean elite in 1960’s had their origin in the age of
Japanese rule, so their ideology was destined to be regardes as pro-Japanese. There

legacy of Japanese rule shaded long shadow.

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.





