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Korean Studies as an Area Study by Outsiders

KIMURA Kan*

Abstract

This study is intended to examine the situation of Korean studies in Japan,
and problems the studies face now. As a neighboring country and the suzerain in
the colonial period, Japan had been one of the centers of Korean studies in the
world, and Japanese scholars had enjoyed the position.

However, since the 1980s, the Japanese position on Korean studies has been
gradually lost. There are several reasons for such decline of the studies in Japan.
First, the level of studies in Korea itself by Korean scholars has been raised in
this period, and it became difficult for outsiders to compete. Secondly, Japanese
scholars could not find any important theoritical questions, which can contribute de-
velopments of disciplines. As a neighboring country, Japanese people's points of
view have been fixed on actual problems they face, and they could not use Korea
as a field of their case studies to be used to develop disciplines.

Lastly, as a result of globalization and economic development of South Korea,
Japanese scholars are loosing their advantages as their neighbors. In the 1960s,
Korea was a just small and far country in the Far East for western scholars. In
the age, Japanese scholars used their advantages as the neighbors and enjoyed
their oligopoly on Korean studies. However, today, Korea is not a small country
nobody pays any attentions.

From the point of view, this study strongly suggests that Japanese scholars
should change our directions of our studies academically. We need to reconsider
our position and how we can use maximizely Korean peninsula as a rich stock of

cases to contribute developments of much broader and more academic fields.

* Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.





