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A Quater Century of Rural Society in the Central
Thailand : Case Study of a Small Hamlet K

Atsushi KITAHARA *

Abstracts

This paper is a case study of the fixed point observation on changing process of a
small rural hamlet K in the centeral Thailand for a quarter century. It focuses on changes
of family and occupation structure, by depending upon my own survey data in 1972, 1980
and 1996.

In 1972, a small Hamlet K, with some 40-50 households and 110-120 population,
seemed to be one of the typical agricultural villages in the central Thailand, more than
half of whose inhabitants were still engaged in agriculture, but in 1996 after a quarter
century, it has changed into one of the “mega-urbanized” rural community around the
greater Bangkok metropolitan area, most of whose inhabitants are now engaged in non-
farming occupations. The younger people tend to commute to factories and other
businesses in the industrial areas in the vicinity, and the middel and older people tend to
stay to work in self-management like and pure informal sectors on the village level.

At the hamlet we cannot observe the same tendency of increasing unclear family type
as in the modern urban area, but can rather observe the increase of stem and composite
family types, and it coincides with the general tendency of rural society as a whole.

Our statistical data in 1996 show the general tendency of aging household head at the
community, but we can find the family pathological problems merely for the unique types
among the increasing composite type, as well as solitary type family, when we check the
data of generation change of the family cycle for each case. Most of the fixed number of
nuclear and stem type families trace the normal family cycle, accompanied by several

coresidential “multi-househoulds compound” types between parents and children, and

* Adjunct Lecturer, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
* Professor, Economic Research Center, School of Economics, Nagoya University.
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‘most of them may become the core members of the community for generations.

The farming households have decreased drastically from 20 among 44 of the total
house hold in 1972 to 6 among 47 in 1996, and the farming members have accordingly
decreaesd from 59 among 111 total workers to 8 among 125.

The cross data of age and occupation in 1996 show the general trend of “division of
labor by age”, where the younger commuters are engaged in the hired labor in urban and-
indutrial areas, and the middle and aged settlers are engaged in the self-management like
and pure informal sectors at the village level. It reflects the structure of formal labor
market, which would prefer to employ the laborers below the age of forty, and would fire
them intentionally or unintentionally after that. The residential data of the family member
~ show the changing of the younger formal factory workers from living away at the labor
site to everyday commutation to the site, as trafic facilities have got convenient enough
for it.

The community K might be sustainable, if this division of labor by age would be
stable to support the normal reproduction of family cycle on the village level. Problems
are the limited number of kinds and the amount of informal type works at the village level

for the middle and aged, as well as the probable future exodus by the younger.



