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Policy Transfer and Local Assembly

MATSUNAMI Jun ™

Abstract

To cope with problems they encounter, central governments may need to learn
policies from other countries, other policy fields, or to create new policies directly
from academic findings. Compared to them, local governments can learn from other
local governments in the same country as they share many institutional frameworks.
By learning from other local governments, they can save on the cost which might be
larger if they learn from other countries or other policy fields. Policy transfer can
explain why local governments opt to learn from other local governments in their
country.

However, the arguments of policy transfer have some weak points, too. One of them
is that they explain what are happening as if a local government is one political actor
who learns from others.

This paper tries to understand the role of local assembly in policy transfer by
checking how policies were debated in the assembly hall. It finds that a city assembly
learns most from cities, not from prefectures. Neighboring cities are referred to
frequently, but institutional frameworks also affect how assembly members refer to

other local governments in their policy arguments.

%k Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University






