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On the Concerns of Filipino Nurses in
Regards to Immigrating to Japan:
Based on Semi-Structured Interviews and
Questionnaires Given in the Philippines

MIHARA Ichiro*
NAKAZONO Naoki**
Edwards David GLEN***

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the concerns of Filipino nurses thinking
about immigrating to Japan. The Governments of Japan and the Philippines
recently signed the Japan and The Republic of the Philippines for an Economic
Partnership treaty, under which Filipino nurses and care givers are able to work

in Japan.

This analysis is based on semi-structured interviews and questionnaires given

to members of nursing colleges, nursing students and instructors.

Japan is currently suffering from a low birthrate, an aging population and a
shortage of care workers. To cope with these problems, we propose two policy
changes: an increase in the domestic supply of nurses and the importation of
foreign workers. To support the first policy change, Japan can hire retired
Japanese nurses and attract young Japanese to the nursing profession by
providing them with economic and social support. In terms of the second policy,
Japan can remove the barriers that make it difficult for foreign nurses to work
in Japan. Currently, the treaty states that foreign nurses must pass the
National Examination in Japanese; this is a difficult task for Filipino workers to
accomplish their staying in Japan 3 or 4 years. We propose that Filipino nurses
take the National Examination in English and pass the first or second grade of

the Japanese language proficiency test.
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