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Foreign Workers and
Female Part-time

Workers

Naok1r Mrrant *

Abstract

This paper investigated empirically
whether unskilled foreign workers are
substitutes of female part-time workers.
The analysis is based on regional data.
for France and for Japan. The results
shed some light on the hypothesis that
the high proportion of female part-time
workers in the manufacturing sector in
Japan is associated with the small num-
ber of foreign workers.

The analysis of regiohal data for
France, stemming from the Labour Force
Survey, shows that, in the tertiary sec-
tors with high employment growth or
high proportion of female workers, the
proportion of female French part-time

workers is higher in the regions with

% Associate Professor, Graduate School of
International Cooperation Studies, Kobe
University.

1 In this paper, “paper-time workers” refer only
to part-time employees.
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lower proportion of foreign workers than
in the regions with higher proportion of
foreign workers. It implies that foreign
workers are substitutes of female part-
time workers in these sectors. But in the
agricultural sector and many sectors in
industry, we could not find out such
sharp relationship between the propor-
tion of foreign workers and that of
female part-time workers. The reasons
for this might be that, in the latter sec-
tors, France had already received many
unskilled foreign workers, before female
part-time workers participated in a large
number to the labour market and that, in
these sectors, most_of which are declin-
ing, employment has decreased sharply.
The analysis of the data on male
cohorts by nationality in Japan, stemming
from the Population Census, shows that
the inflow of foreign males whose
nationalities are not Chinese, Korean, nor
American increased dramatically in the
latter half of the 1980’s. Compared with
the number of female part-time workers,
their number is not so significant in the
whole Japan on average, but in some pre-
fectures, they reached to about 5% of the
number of the female part-time workers
in the total local economy, and about
10% in the manufacturing sector. Since

this is the minimum estimate of the in-

E
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flow, the real volume of the inflow of
foreign workers seems to be fairly larger
than this.

Based on the estimation of the in-
flow of foreign workers from the Popula-
tion Census, we tried an econometric
analysis on the effects of the inflow of
(unskilled) foreign workers on the wages
or the employment of female part-time
workers. The results show that there is
no statistically significant effect on the
wages of female part-time workers, but
some significant negative effect on the
employment of female part-time workers
in the manufacturing sector.

The above results have revealed to
some extent that unskilled foreign work-
ers are substitutes of female part-time
workers, especially those working as
production workers in the manufacturing
sector. If this is true, a large inflow of
unskilled foreign workers would have
not only adverse effects on the labour
market situation of female part-time
workers, but also negative effects on the
flexibility of the Japanese labour market.
First. The low cyclical fluctuation of the
Japanese unemployment rate is partly
due to the highly sensitive pro-cyclical
labour supply behaviors of female part-
time workers in the manufacturing sec-

tor. The large inflow of foreign workers
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would weaken this effect, getting rid of
female part-time workers from this sec-
tor. Second. If a large number of unskil-
led foreign workers remained in low-
wage declining sectors, severe structural
unemployment might take place in the fu-
ture just as it is happenning currently in
Western European countries. Conse-
quently, it is necessary to reinforce 'em-
ployment measures such as training
schemes for the foreign workers whom
Japan accepts, along with more efficient
control of illegal foreign workers. Final-
ly, it is also important to gather correct

information on foreign workers in Japan.
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