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Two Theories of Democratic Peace

Naomi NAGATA*

Abstract

This paper focuses on two types of democratic peace theory: (1) Bruce
Russett’s proposition based on democratic institutions, and (2) Michael
Doyle’s argument grounded on liberalism.

The first section deals with the definition, interrelationship, logical founda-
tion of each theory, and the policies recommended from them.

The second section probes their théoretical construct, utilizing the frame-
work deduced from Doyle’s approach, which analyzes Kant’s thought on the
eternal peace in terms of man, the state, and international relations.

The third section investigates the relationship between democratic peace
and international political theories (those of Hans J. Morgenthau, Kenneth N.
Waltz, Robert Gilpin, Robert O. Koehane, David Mitrany, and Ernst B. Haas).

The paper concludes with a summary of the above discussions and the
implications of Morgenthau’s idea of prudence and Mitrany’s proposition of

functionalism for the democratic peace theories.
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