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The Reputation Politics of the
Norm Cascade (I)

NISHITANI Makiko”

Abstract

The primary purpose of this article is to develop the model of the political process of
the norm cascade. The concept of norm cascade indicates the social phenomenon
where many countries rush for the bandwagon of the norm followers, after sufficient
number of countries agreed to comply with the certain international norm. The lower
cascades of each issue are embedded in the larger norm cascade, and treaty cascades
are nested in each issue cascade.

The main mechanism of the social interaction in the cascade is the reputation
politics, in which followers’ bandwagon .action plays an essential role. The norm
promoters or leaders perform reputation politics in order to get the other members of
the society on the bandwagon by repeatedly declaring for the norm, using social
sanctions, taking advantage of the international momentum, and of the organizational
and political characteristics of the venue or political arena. The repeated declarations
both by leaders and followers, and the shaming of the reluctant members strengthen
the momentum, which will increase the political clout of the leaders.

The reputation politics work in a dense community whose members know what the
legitimate norm of the community is, only when they are interested in maintaining
their good reputation. In order to effectively pressure the opponents in reputation
politics, the actors should be vulnerable to their reputation as a “good citizen”. A
state’s vulnerability to its international reputation depends on its potential gain from
the future, the stability of its international status, and the recalcitrance of the domestic

opposition.
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