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Sources : [CBL, CCW News 11; ICRC, "Moratoria on exports of antiper-
sonnel mines as of March 1996"; Human Rights Watch Arms Project,
"Nations with an export moratorium on antipersonnel mines, November

1995".
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The Reputation Politics of the Norm Cascade (VI)

NISHITANI Makiko*

Abstract

In this concluding part, I summarized and expanded theoretical arguments I
discussed so far throughout the series by adding further discussions and evidences.
The central questions of the series are: Firstly, whether norm cascades arise and
develop automatically; secondly, what the mechanisms and dynamics of cascades
are; and thirdly, what roles transnational social movements play in the process
of international norm development.

On the first point, I conclude that norm cascades can be triggered and manipu-
lated strategically by norm promoters. While many think that a norm cascade is
an automatic irreversible phenomenon which goes out of control of political
actors, it can be controlled and sometimes shift its scale by contagion to other
issues or regions, but in other times, collapse by backlash.

The answer to the second question is the reputation politics. It is the core
mechanism of norm cascades that creates the political momentum for
bandwagoning by opportunists who are sensitive to their reputations in a
community they belong to.

As for transnational social movements' role in norm making, they help create
and expand a norm cascade by promoting reputation politics. This triangle
dynamics of norm cascade, reputation politics, and transnational movements has
been found in many cases of human rights under some special conditions. The
general applicability of this model in other issue-areas, however, should be

examined further in the future research.

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



