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Japanese ODA’s Support on Education
for All (EFA): Seeking New Approaches from
the Survey Findings
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Abstract

Education 1s one of the key factors to promote poverty alleviation, sustain-
able economic development, and peace building in developing countries. However,
more than 100 million children of the primary-level aged group worldwide are
out of school, and 60 percent of these are girls. One in four children does not
complete five years of basic education, and nearly 1 billion adults are illiterate.

In order to accelerate its support to challenge such issues, the Japanese
government announced the Basic Education for Growth Initiative (BEGIN) dur-
ing the Kananaskis G8 Summit held in 2002. Through the BEGIN, the Japanese
government committed 2,500 billion yen in the next five years to focus on the
following three areas: access to education; quality of education; and management
of education.

This study aims to: 1) review the Japanese government’s support on basic
education in developing countries from different perspectives; and 2) provide
recommendations from research findings. Specifically, the study reviews the
Japanese ODA’s support on the basic education sub-sector in the past ten years
by investigating the types and extent of support Japan has provided on the basic
education sub-sector. Furthermore, this study attempts to investigate the com-
parative advantages of the Japanese government’s support by conducting survey
and interviews to practitioners and researchers who have engaged in interna-
tional educational development and cooperation. Finally, this study provides

recommendations to the Japanese ODA for further supporting the EFA.
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