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Domestic Application of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:
Comparison between the Republic of
Korea and Japan

PARK Hong-kyu*
TOTSUKA Etsuro**

Abstract

Both, the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Japan ratified the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. As a result, both countries have the
duties to implement the Covenant in each domestic legal system.

While the ROK ratified its First Optional Protocol, which guaranteed any
individual's right to send a communication to the Human Rights Committee
claiming any violation of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant, Japan has
not done so.

This article attempts to compare the efforts for its domestic application in
both countries. PARK Hong-kyu wrote Part 1 on the ROK and TOTSUKA

Etsuro wrote Part 2 on Japan.

* Professor, College of Law, Yeungnam University.
Visiting Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University (April-
August 2001).
% % Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



