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Research on the Social Welfare for People
with Disabilities in China:
Centered on the Policy for Employment

SEKIMOTO Katsuyoshi*

Abstract

This research paper study policy for people with disabilities in China, with
focus on "fuli giye' or " Welfare Enterprises".

In China, Ministry of Civil Affaires (MCA) carries out policies and programs
related to social welfare for people with disabilities. Welfare Enterprises started
soon after the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949 to promote
the financial standard of the poor and needy. Under the principle of "sheng chan
zi jiu" or "self-relief by production”, welfare enterprises have contributed greatly
to increase the income of the socially weak, the poor and the needy.

Under the reform policy started in 1978, China has seen the remarkable
economic growth every year and so have Welfare Enterprises. After mid 1990s
full-scale reform of state-owned enterprises started. As the reformation of the
state-owned enterprises took place unemployment increased and many Welfare
Enterprises went bankrupt. Recently the number of Welfare Enterprises has
rapidly decreased.

Since the drastic social reform has contributed to economic development in
China in general. But at the same time, this social reform has brought serious

problems to social welfare for people with disabilities.

* Graduate Student, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.





