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Studying Abroad Support System
based on University Students’ Career Perspectives

— An Interview Survey at Universities in Japan —

SUGINO Tatsumi”
TAKE Hiroko™
SHORAKU Ai™

Abstract

The concern with the studying abroad of Japanese students has been growing
in recent years. In this background, there is the fact that number of people studying
abroad has decreased, although the educational system to cultivate global human
resources has been required from both business community and academic societies.

Over the past decade, several studies have been made on the students’
perspectives of studying abroad and the educational system toward internationalization
of Japanese universities. Several researchers and universities have done questionnaire
surveys and statistical analysis to know students’ perspectives of studying abroad.
However, little is known about their internal matters. It is necessary to make clear how
students’ perspectives are formed for more consideration about effective educational
system to promote their studying abroad.

The purpose of this paper is to comprehend the Japanese students’ perspectives of
studying abroad. Then we will present the ideas of university system to promote the
students’ studying abroad.

For this purpose, we have conducted an interview survey at Kobe University and
Kagawa University in this March and April. As a result the following were obtained.
Firstly, the importance of language skills is reaffirmed. The skill means not only

language use, but also communication skills. Secondly, students believe that it will help

% Researcher, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University
%k % Assistant Professor, Center for Cooperative Teacher Training Development, Aichi University of Education
% sk %k Assistant Professor, International Office, Kagawa University



140 B W % HB21E 2 3580

their future work. Thirdly, it is important to have a role model for studying abroad and
opportunities to interchange with foreigners.

The first section describes the argument of the previous studies. The second
section outlines the method of our interview survey and analysis. The third, fourth and
fifth sections analyze the survey results. Lastly, we would like to suggest the ideas of

studying abroad support system based on university students’ career perspectives.



