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Multiculturalism in Developing Countries

Junko TOMARU™*

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify what kind of difficulties and possibilities exist for the de-
veloping countries in Asia-Pacific and Africa in their efforts to introduce multi-
culturalism.

Unlike developed countries, most of the developing countries have had to simultane-
ously pursue effective nation-building and peaceful co-existence of different ethnic
groups which fell within their national boundary at the time of independence. Therefore,
multiculturalism in these countries tends to mean conflict management. There are also
various other historical, domestic and external conditions in developing countries which
might turn multiculturalist policies into disguised mono-culturalism to favour certain eth-
nic group or government's rhetoric to justify semi-democratic regime.

Some political scientists have proposed policy models for multi-racial co-existence in
these countries and this paper examines the features and limitations of the leading mod-
els as well. Among others, the 'civil culture model' which seeks overarching identity and
values for different ethnic groups and thus aims to 'de-sensitise' people against ethnic di-
visions seems to have offered or will offer effective means for multicultural coexistence
in some countries such as Singapore.

In addition, in the present international relations, the following trend will also help
multiculturalism to take root in developing countries in its literally democratic form: ef-
fectiveness of multiculturalist domestic policies as resources for governments to establish
good diplomatic or economic relations with external actors; increase in supra-/trans-
national organisations and fora of dialogue for various cultural groups to find overarch-
ing values; and growing influence of non-governmental organisations for protection of
human rights and creation of trans-ethnic civil culture.

*Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



