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Creation of ILO and Adoption of the
Equal Pay Principle for Men and Women (2)

TOTSUKA Etsuro*

Abstract

In the previous articlg (1) published in Vol.8, No.2 of this journal, the author
reviewed the women’'s movements for equality between men and women in the U.K., France
and the U.S.A.

In the present article, the women’s movements in Germany and Japan as well as the
following historical developments in international labor legislation are reviewed.

As for the early movements of international labor legislation and the protection of
women, the international movements towards the adoption of the first set of international
labor legislation, which included a convention prohibited night works of women are
discussed. '

As for the movements for the creation of an organiza\tion for international labor
legislation during the First World War, the author focuses on the demands and
expectation from the international labor movements for international labor legislation in
the anticipated peace treaty. He discusses a possible change during this period in the
attitude of the international labor movements concerning gender issues including the equal
pay principle for men and women.

As for the Paris Peace Conference and its Commission for International Labor
Legislation, the author reviews the British well-planned preparation and negotiations that

later led the debates in the Commission towards the draft convention for the creation of

the ILO. (Continues.)

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.



