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The Rural Development
of
NINOMIYA SONTOKU

Tadahiro UEMATSU *

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to clarify the signifi-
cance of NINOMIYA SONTOKU'’s rual de-
velonpment and its religious foundation.
NINOMIYA SONTOKU (1787 ~ 1856), born
in a poor family and met with a misfortune of
losing his parents in his youth, could not
have an opportunity to get a formal education
but endeavored to reconstruct NINOMIYA
family with his effort.

At his age of thirty-six, SONTOKU was
ordered by the Lord of Odawara, as an able
farmer, to direct rural development of three
villages. These villages were paying only one-
third of nominal land tax of rice due to the
decrease of rice production and rural popula-
tion. SONTOKU succeeded in doing this by
his fifteen-year practice which made rice of

land tax twice as much as before.

% Professor, Graduate School of International
Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.

Hearing this success, villagers and rulers
around this area rushed to SONTOKU to ask
the same kind of rural development at their
villages. The latter half of his life was thus
occupied with rural development.

The uniqueness of SONTOKU'’s rural de-
velopment lies in (1) a long-term survey of the
past tax record and a reasonable plan to
raise land tax, (2) the cultivation of waste-
land, (3) the award of industrious villagers by
SONTOKU and sometimes by villagers them-
selves, (4) the loan of money with no interest
to the debtors, and (5) the guidance of the rul-
ers to cut down the expenditure and to cur-
tail the tax. Success or failure of the rural de-
velopment depended mainly on whether or
not the rulers did obey his guidance.

SONTOKU developed his unique ideas
on religion and economic ethics in promoting
rural development. He differentiated between
the law of heaven (e.g. the circulation of four
seasons or the vicissitude of life) and the law
of man (e.g. making advantage of four seasons
or the control of the vicissitude) and per-
suaded people three virtures of industrious-
ness, thrift and concession which consisted of
his moral philosophy. It is interesting to see
that his philospphy was based upon his idea
of religion that sun was the origin of human
activities and that Confucian ethics supported

the social development.



